argues for the ways in which the Peace River district of Alberta was once, but is no longer, implicated in the promotion of early twentieth-century liberal ideology. Cooley's essay stands out for its comprehensive history of the prairie long poem and its thoughtful reconsideration of how historical documents fi gure in the work of such poets as Robert Kroetsch, Monty Reid, and Birk Sproxton. Equally compelling is Russell Morton Brown's "Robert Kroetsch, Marshall McLuhan, and Canadian's Prairie Postmodernism:  e Aberhart Eff ect, " which draws convincing links between William Aberhart's politics, Kroetsch's poetry, and McLuhan's theory.
Readers, however, should be attentive to the discrepancies between some of the editors' claims about the nature of this collection and what the essayists actually deliver-claims, for example, that this book focuses on the Canadian prairies and that interdisciplinarity characterizes its contributors' overall approach to rethinking the region. More troubling is Calder and Wardhaugh's misleading suggestion that, unlike previous studies of Canadian prairie history and literature, History, Literature, and the Writing of the Canadian Prairies does not privilege European settler/invader culture ().  e book's glaring lack of essays on First Nations prairie literature, coupled with its overt emphasis on canonical prairie writers (Robert Kroetsch, Margaret Laurence, and Carol Shields), undermines the editors' attempts to reconceptualize the dynamic between prairie history, culture, and literature. Culture, in this collection, is for the most part conceived as European settler/invader culture. In addition to overlooking Aboriginal writing, moreover, the ten essays largely fail to refl ect the ethnic/"racialized" heterogeneity of the prairies (prairie writers of East Asian, South Asian, and Central/Eastern European descent are ignored entirely).
I am not suggesting that the book should be summarily dismissed for its shortcomings-on the contrary, it off ers several provocative and eloquent (re)readings of prairie literature. And because essay collections are selective by nature, they are bound to displease some readers while delighting others. Indeed, in anticipation of criticism from some of the displeased, Calder and Wardhaugh explain that " [o] f all the proposals [they] received in [their] call for papers on prairie topics, not one was on a text by an Aboriginal author" (). But such a disclaimer, given the number of scholars in Canada with expertise on Aboriginal literature and culture, neither excuses the omission nor addresses the other problematic oversights of this collection. Ultimately, despite its ambitious objectives, History, Literature, and the Writing of the Canadian Prairies reinforces more than it challenges conventional ideas about prairie literature and as such should be approached with caution.
Lisa Grekul University of British Columbia at Okanagan

